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Stop the Spot organisation 
awards deserving learners
Ntsieni Sirwali

STOP  the Spot youth organisation 
recently awarded learners from 
Luvhalani Junior Primary 
school in Tshakhuma Luvhalani 
outside Thohoyandou for 
their excellent achievements 
in their mid-year exam.

At least 15 learners from Gr R to 
Gr 4 were awarded with certifi cates, 

UNIVEN hosts awareness 
day for drug-free society
Ridovhona Mbulaheni

TO promote a drug free society 
and reduce the effects of alcohol 
and substance abuse on students, 
Univen recently held an awareness 
campaign at the sports hall.

The Student Representative 
Council President, Tsundzuka 
Hakamela, encouraged students 
to take good care of their 
health, friends and families 
and to drink responsibly. 

He said education 
remained the only weapon in 
the fi ght against poverty.

 “Let us reduce the intake of 
alcohol and focus on achieving our 
goals of obtaining the qualifi cations 
that we came here for,” he said. 
“Say no to drugs and alcohol. 
Before you drink, be sure about 
the level at which you consume 
that alcohol. Do not drink to the 
extent that you don’t know what 
is happening around you.”

Students also debated the 
banning of alcohol at institutions 
of higher learning. Some of the 
arguments that students highlighted 
were that a student bar should 
be closed on campus and those 
who need alcohol should go to 
buy alcohol off campus while 
others argued that if students are 
to go off campus to buy alcohol 
at night for instance, they will 

be attacked by criminals. 
Tlou Tefu from the South 

African National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependency, 
advised students and staff who 
have never had an experience 
with alcohol and drugs, to think 
carefully before getting themselves 
involved in societal ills that may 
be detrimental to their studies. 
Tefu also encouraged students 
to refer their friends who might 
have problems, to Sanca if they 
believe they need help to bring 
their usage under control. 

 Lumka Kupiso from the South 
African Institute for Drug Free 
Sport said young people should 
frequently speak about these topics. 
He encouraged students to seek 
help when they become victims 
of alcohol and substance abuse.

He also encouraged them to 
carefully consider their future.

“Everything you do today, 
should be about building your 
tomorrow. Your actions of today 
will determine your future,” he 
said. “It takes a community to raise 
a child, speak up and seek help if 
you need it. If one person falls a 
victim of substance abuse, advise 
that one person to seek help because 
that person might be harmful to 
your community. Do not distance 
yourself from those who seek help.”
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Some of the students who engaged in the debate.

medals and the overall best learner 
scooped a dictionary and a trophy.

The aim of the event was 
to motivate learners, and 
to acknowledge those who 
worked hard in the examination, 
by giving them medals, 
certifi cates and a trophy.

The overall best learner, 
Hakundwi Mavhunga, upon 
receiving the award, said she was 
thankful for the teachers and was 
grateful for the work done by Stop 
the Spot. “The only way for learners 
to fi nd themselves being awarded 
just like me, is to pay attention 
to teachers and practice what 
they are being taught in class.”

The Chairperson of Stop 
the Spot, Vision Ndou said it 
was important to have award 
ceremonies like these as it 
motivates learners to work harder. 
“It also creates positive competition 
among learners, as they enjoy being 
recognised for their efforts.”

Ndou encouraged learners 
to keep working hard and to not 
set limits for themselves. “Many 
learners feel disadvantaged because 
of their background. It is for this 
reason that Stop the Spot wants to 
make a difference by keeping the 
youth inspired and to encourage 
them to be successful.” said Ndou.
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The award for best overall 
learner, went to Hakundwi 
Mavhunga. She shows her 
dictionary, trophy and certifi cate.


